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1- 2001: The Year in Review 

But if the actors react differently, the extent of the political and social problems will require new definitions 
and a search for a new path and new answers. In that respect, 2001 will live on, remembered as a pivotal 
year/key turning point. 

2- A Personal Account of the Popular Rising in Argentina 

We approach the Plaza de Mayo by the Avenida de Mayo singing "away with them away with them " while a 
human tide flows in the opposite direction. Tear gases are already being sprayed. We call up on the mobile 
and they tell us to go back, that the television is showing the repression in the Plaza and that it is serious. 
Marvels of globalisation. 

3- In Turkey, Education On Sale 

Commercialization of education is not only economic but also an ideological matter. University is an 
important step for youngsters’ becoming more political. But after that, majority of children of workers and 
employee will be deprived to have a chance to access university education due to very high costs. Moreover, 
education with money means a dramatic reduction in real wages through exploitation at a higher rate. 

4- Weapons of the Poor 

Where there is little hope for institutional redress, villagers affected by state and private projects resort to 
rituals and ceremonies as instruments of political resistance - not very powerful tools for policy change 
perhaps, but at least they open up a public space that is their due in a democratic society 

5- Meeting ATTAC worldwide. 


2001: The Year in Review renewal of social movements in the South. 
Although less visible (in France in any case), the 
innovative movements such as “Reclaim the 
Streets” in the UK and “Tute Bianche” in Italy 
were the harbingers of a new radicalisation of 
youth. 


By Christophe Aguiton 
New questions & new problems in 2001 


Social movements made a comeback in the 1990s. 
From Seattle in December 1999 and Porto Alegre 


in January 2001, the year 2000 saw the upsurge 
of “the movement” on the international scene. 


The New World Order which took effect between 
the fall of the Berlin Wall and the Persian Gulf War 
could have reinforced the belief in the absolute 
supremacy of neoliberal capitalism. The public- What’s more, it represented an important 
sector general strike in late 1995 and the international gathering without demonstrations or 
mobilisation of those without identity papers and counter-summits, whilst new militant forces, such 
the unemployed, however, demonstrated that as ATTAC in France, organised against neoliberal 
there was extensive resistance to this capitalist globalisation. There are also three important 
domination. A new peasants’ association and aspects which are new. First and foremost it is a 


union emerged from this wave of struggle: the 
SUD, DAL, AC!, etc... France wasn’t the only 
country to rebel against this triumphant 
neoliberalism. Korean unions, landless peasants 
in Brazil, as well as the indigenous Zapatista 
movement in Chiapas were the symbols of a 


global movement, even if it has strong local and 
national roots. As well, new alliances have been 
forged in recent years between various social 
sectors: peasants, workers, and youth, who are 
quite numerous at demonstrations. It is marked, 
finally, by alliances, also completely new, between 
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environmental, social, and democratic 


movements. 


Whilst 2001 was characterised by the expansion of 
these movements, there was also the emergence 
of new questions and new problems. 


For those who still doubted the intensity of the 
struggle against neoliberal globalisation, Genoa 
was an unmistakable affirmation. At the end of 
July, nearly 300 000 demonstrators gathered 
together to rally against the summit of the seven 
richest countries in the world, in a city sealed off 
and emptied of half its inhabitants, its seaport, 
airport, and train station closed. This represented 
a significant step forward. Until then, the impact 
of the movement could be explained by a 
combination of enormous demonstrations, 
including the blocking and peaceful surrounding of 
the conference centres, and an anxious public 
coping with the day-to-day consequences, both 
social and — environmental, of neoliberal 
globalisation: corporate layoffs, job insecurity, 
growing inequality, proliferation of GMOs, etc. 
But, at best, the demonstrations brought together 
a few tens of thousands of people. In Genoa, like 
Quebec in April for North America, hundreds of 
thousands of people, generally very young, were 
introduced to the movement. The emergence of a 
new militant generation will remain marked as 
much by the scope and fervour of the 
demonstrations as by the violent repression. The 
expansion of the mobilisations was on par with the 
appearance and the reinforcement of global 
movements: "Genoa Social Forum" in_ Italy, 
"Movimiento de Resistancia Total" in Catalonia, 
"Globalise Resistance" in Great Britain, or ATTAC 
which, in addition to France, is expanding in 
numerous countries. 

But 2001 was also a key year in which new 
problems appeared. After Seattle, the movement 
expanded world-wide but received only repressive 
responses and a lack of serious mainstream 
political reaction. The attacks of September 11, 
the war in Afghanistan, and the recession, which 
has hit the U.S. particularly hard, only complicates 
matters further. 


The wholehearted condemnation of the September 
11th attacks went without saying for a movement 
intent on change through democratic means and 
the active participation of "global civil society”. 
The war in Afghanistan poses more complicated 
problems. American activists are divided between 
the unions, who chose not to oppose the war, and 
the student movement, more radical in_ its 
rejection of U.S. foreign policy. Elsewhere, the 


page 2(2) 


movement was able to link up with pacifist 
organisations: thus, Great Britain experienced, on 
November 17, the most significant demonstration 
in 20 years and, in Italy, the march between 
Perugia and Assises brought together, once again, 
nearly 300 000 people. The ability of the anti- 
globalisation movement to broaden its activities 
continues: thus, several hundred European 
activists left for Israel/Palestine at the end of 
December to show their solidarity with the 
Palestinians. 


Beyond the reactions related to the immediate 
events, a more general reflection becomes 
apparent in light of the profound changes since 
September 11th. Repressive measures are 
already being imposed in all the Western 
countries, the attacks being the pretext for a more 
generalised repression: in France, youth and poor 
people are the first targets of new laws which 
allow imprisonment for loitering and _ for 
commuters caught without a ticket.... These new 
laws demonstrate at once what is meant by the 
“return to politics” proclaimed by politicians after 
September 11. Whilst refusing to really control 
the tax havens, except for those specifically 
named by the American authorities, the powerful 
nations state clearly that the "regulation" of 
globalisation will only be repressive whilst nothing 
will be done to limit the manoeuvring room of 
financial and transnational corporations. 


Meanwhile, the coincidence between these political 
shocks, the rise of social and militant movements, 
and the economic downturn, weakens the base 
even of globalisation. 


Another phase of globalisation, that of the "free 
trade" established between 1846 and 1879, is a 
useful analogy. Faced with a deep economic crisis 
and the social movements which consequently 
developed, Bismarck had repressive laws passed 
that undermined social democracy and the trade 
unions. At the same time, social measures were 
introduced: stable prices for wheat, wage 
increases, and the introduction of social security 
for workers. These measures came at a price 
however, harming German economic output. 
Thus, Bismarck reintroduced tariffs in 1879, 
initially on corn, then on other agricultural and 
industrial products. The other great powers 
followed suit in the colonial scramble to secure 
access to raw materials and as an outlet for their 
industrial products. 


At this juncture, the powers that be - 
corporations, international institutions, and the 
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governments of the powerful countries, do not 
want a "war of civilisations", but aim, on the 
contrary, to ensure the durability of globalisation. 
This is the signal which emanated from Qatar in 
November, as the member states committed 
themselves to a new round of trade liberalisation 
within the framework of the WTO. Amongst the 
social activists and militants, meanwhile, few wish 
to go back to nation-states. To pursue a return to 
the 19th Century, the end of free trade occurred 
when the labour movement was divided. The 
IAW, the International Association of Workers, 
"the first international" was established in 1864 in 
London in reaction to the globalisation of stock 
exchanges.. The World Fairs were times of 
dialogue between trade unionists and militants, a 
bit different from the counter-summits of our 
time. But the [AW splintered and weakened in the 
early 1870s, after the defeat of the Commune of 
Paris. Today, the movement is growing contrary 
to the exchanges and the dialogues. A new 
militant generation, the "people of Seattle and 
Genoa", is seen as an international movement 
fighting for a "different globalisation". 


But if the actors react differently, the extent of the 
political and social problems will require new 
definitions and a search for a new path and new 
answers. In that respect, 2001 will live on, 
remembered as a pivotal year/key turning point. 


Governments and_ international officials are 
compelled to take into account the demands of 
demonstrators and public opinion, but they have 
yet to respond to them. In France, proposals will 
be made and these issues debated during the next 
election campaign. But we all know the value of 
electoral promises if there are _ neither 
mobilisations nor power struggles! 


The movements, for their part, have their own 
elections. The first of these was the "World Social 
Forum" in Porto Alegre, where 80 000 activists 
came from around the world at the beginning of 
February to work out their proposals and to set up 
a plan of action. 


Christophe Aguiton 

First published: Courriel information n°296 
journal@attac.org 

Translation: Eli Cooper, volunteer translator 
coorditrad@attac.org 








A Personal Account of the Popular Rising 
in Argentina 


By Pedro Brieger 
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While the dead left behind by the De la Rua 
government - before it slipped out by the back 
door - are still being counted , | would like to 
share with you my experiences of the Rising on 19 
December Riot, a day which will remain carved 
into Argentine history. 


Wednesday dawned with the spectre of lootings in 
the Province of Buenos Aires and memories of 
1989 when mass attacks on supermarkets ended 
along with the government of Raul Alfonsin. On 
Tuesday De la Rua said that these episodes should 
not be exaggerated. A week previously the 
President of the Episcopate warns him of a social 
explosion and, as always, De la Rua ignores him 
and talks of an “emergency feeding plan". 
Meanwhile there are road blocks, strikes in some 
sectors, people at the front of supermarkets 
hoping for some bags of food, and there is 
apprehension. 


At six in the evening | have to take an exam in 
the University of Moron and the view along the 
Avenida Gaona is sad and desolate.Ninety percent 
of businesses are shut for fear of looting which is 
already widespread in greater Buenos Aires and 
the giant supermarkets operated by foreign 
chains had already closed. It was not merely 
rumours; here and there a small supermarket is 
to be seen smashed up and the local bus changes 
its route to avoid confronting nobody knows what. 
Some telephone calls confirm that alarm is also 
rife in the Federal Capital, where businesses are 
closing their shutters while everyone feels that 
"this" is not going any further, although it is not 
the first time this is said. Some journalist friends 
are reassuring; yes,this time Cavallo is really 
going. 


The University is in the centre of Moron and here 
too most of the shops have shut or are leaving 
one window open to sell soft drinks. 


At eight o'clock, after taking the exam, | go back 
to my house and the Avenida Gaon is more 
deserted than before. The radio announces that 
the President is going to speak on the national 
channel. 


He was to have spoken at seven but they say that 
he recorded the same message three times so 
that his son, Antonio, could choose the best 
version. 


The television is doing no more than showing 
pictures of the crowds’ going’ into’ the 


4 


attac 


supermarkets, helping themselves to everything 
they can, but they are also attacking the shutters 
of small businesses with iron bars. The first thing 
that springs to mind on seeing these pictures is 
the pity of it; the poor against the poor. Those 
who have nothing against those who have a little, 
just a little. Social disintegration has sunk to 
unimaginable depths.Who is it called it the 
"unwanted" result of the model ? The television 
pictures are heartrending because they show 
what we already know, that the social fabric is 
completely destroyed. Despair and grievances 
accumulated over the yearsleave no place for 
showing consideration or distinguishing between 
rich and poor. "We are hungry" some yell at the 
cameras, while carrying off a case of six fizzy 
drinks , half a carcass on the shoulder or a small 
cartload of whatever they came upon first.. 
There is nowhere a sane voice to be heard 
calming the feelings of hunger and shame. Even 
the social movements on picket duty, recently 
blocking the roads_ and organising the "jobless", 
have no control over the massive eruption. 


The pictures are dreadful. The face of the Chinese 
Wang Zhao-He, weeping unconsolably, because 
they have destroyed his small general shop, is 
heartrending. The telephone rings, " Are you 
watching the Chinese?" Who will ever be able to 
forget that face of despair ? Here and there 
information is posted regarding the dead.; already 
they are very different, looters and victims of 
looting, the poor against the poor. 


Just before eleven in the evening De la Rua 
appears on the screen. His speech is short and the 
most important point is that - in spite of 
everything - Cavallo is not going. " So well did he 
confront the economic’ problems, besides 
arranging emergency measures to help the most 
needy ..."What ? Where is he living ? Is he autistic 
or does he have Alzeimer's? It is all pathetic. At 
the climax, he reaffirms the State of Emergency 
which was decreed some hours earlier and which 
seems a madness. 


Telephones begin to ring. Are you watching it ? It 
seems that nobody missed the speech. "He's 
autistic", say some; "I can't believe it" say others . 
You can't hear a word from Luciano because of 
the sound of saucepans echoing in the 
background. It appears that just as the speech 
ended someone shouted " Dummy, son of a 
whore" and everybody rushed out to _ beat 
saucepans. " What, aren't they beating saucepans 
in your district ?" he asks , surprised. Suddenly 
from somewhere far off, the metallic sound of a 
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saucepan is heard. Laura, neither slow not lazy, 
goes to the kitchen, seizes her grandmother's old 
saucepan and goes out into the street to try to 
meet up with Nino, the taxi driver who lives 
opposite and is hitting the base of a streetlight 
with a metal bar. | watch from the balcony and 
laugh. So much for studying revolutionary 
processes and analysing historic situations one 
"knows" that beating saucepans achieves 
nothing. At most it brings a rather unhappy 
recollection of the Chilean middle class which 
helped to bring down Salvador Allende.The 
telephone does not stop ringing. Herminia from 
ATTAC is calling and says that she is going to the 
Plaza de Mayo, and that she wouldn't miss "this" 
for anything in the world, although she hasn't the 
least idea of who is gathering and what for. | 
laugh again, forgetting that Herminia's “intuition 
and sense of smell" have already many battles to 
their credit.. 


Something | can't explain makes me put on 
slippers and shorts, | grab a big stewpot and with 
a bare torso make my way to the corner and begin 
to hit the old saucepan with a wooden spoon. 
Here and there is to be heard an echo in reply. 
Laura and | take it in turns’ beating the 
Saucepan and seeing’ what the television is 
saying. "Saucepan Banging in the Capital" is the 
heading on "TV News". We realise that we are not 
just a few isolated idiots. Soon on one corner 
there are now some dozens of us_ beating 
saucepans. The protest is spreading although we 
don't know where to go. until a few families pass 
looking like an impromptu band and drag us 
along. We don't know anybody but we follow 
them. "This is middle class looting" | say to a 
sociology student who recognises me.. Goal to 
beat the park 


Soon they come in the car to look for us to go to 

the Plaza de Mayo and we go with the post. We 
don't even look out our papers or anything silver, 
we only have the mobile to communicate with 
each other .We still don't know where we are 
going, but we feel that we have to be there in 
"the" Plaza. When we are crossing the Avenida 
Corrientes and see the human tide which is 
drifting towards the Plaza we realise that 
something new is happening here. Will the famous 
17 October 1945 have been like this ? 


We decide to go first to Congress where there are 
some thousands singing "what tosh, what tosh, let 
them put the State of Emergency in the rubbish" 
Strange paradox. The State of Emergency was 
declared to "restrain" the more marginalised, 
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those who in an undisciplined manner went out to 
attack the supermarkets. Of course to people who 
live daily with violence, with unemployment with 
hunger and despair another decree matters 
little. But to the middle class - a large part of which 
were supporters of various human_ rights 
movements - the mere mention of the State of 
Emergency was a cause of irritation. 


In Congress the legislators were in session The 
television is not even transmitting the debates; 
but what they are debating does not appear to 
anyone to be important. No congressman dares 
even to show his nose.If they had they would see 
dozens of young. people sitting on _ the 
staircases,raising their arms to the sky and 
singing the Argentine anthem stressing the last 
verse which runs "or let us swear to die with 
glory", just as if they had been on a football pitch. 
They are singing with their back to Congress not 
their faces; because the protest actually included 
the privilege of turning their backs. 


The State of Emergency no longer exists 
Thousands and thousands of people swarmed 
through the streets of the Federal Capital 
protesting. From Congress the march is starting 
to head for the Plaza de Mayo. Nobody is at the 
head, nobody is leading, but we are all on the 
move. Someone tells me that activists from the 
Workers’ Party had intended to unfurl a banner to 
have it clearly seen, but that they told them 
immediately to roll it up. They don't want party 
banners. The only banner that floats everywhere 
is the Argentine one and thousands of throats 
chorusing "Ooooh, Argentina, everyday | love you 
more". A strange phenomenon. It resembles the 
festivities after a victory by the Argentine football 
team. And, yes, it is a festivity; of course it is. | 
feel gooseflesh. Are revolutions like this ? | ask in 
a loud voice but nobody is able to phrase a reply. 
In less than a second someone remembers and 
manages to draw out from memory — what 
happened on 14 July 1789 in France or in 
February 1905 in Zsarist Russia. But history does 
not repeat itself either as comedy or tragedy, it 
simply is.. 


Well known faces gradually appear, some we have 
not seen for years. But here they are, where we 
all ought to be, because our reasoned reflections 
caused us to reach the same place. Behind me | 
manage to catch a glimpse of a discrete banner of 
"relatives of the disappeared" 


The saucepans do not stop their noise although 
many of them are dented by now. What does it 
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matter ? This is not just another demonstration. 
Here there are none of the ever present 
politicians, nor the trade union managers, nor the 
banners of the political parties. We are confronting 
a new phenomenon. What is this but civil 
disobedience in its most spontaneous form. There 
is no room for the least doubt. There are not even 
drums to be heard, trademark of any 
demonstration in the Argentine. This time there is 
no need of a general strike, nor of a trade union 
convention, nor of student representatives who 
wield solitary powers . Even the left is conspicuous 
by its absence. Will this be why we are winning 
now ? 


Someone spreads the rumour that Cavallo has 
resigned. It is no longer a rumour. He has 
resigned! But we want more. De la Rua should 
also resign. And we want more. What ? We don't 
know. Fortunately it doesn't occur to anybody to 
attempt to take Government House. 


We approach the Plaza de Mayo by the Avenida de 
Mayo singing "away with them away with them " 
while a human tide flows in the opposite direction. 
Tear gases are already being sprayed. We call up 
on the mobile and they tell us to go back, that the 
television is showing the repression in the Plaza 
and that it is serious. Marvels of globalisation. 
Some of us are protesting in the streets and 
others from home. We want to advance. | refuse 
to retreat. But we have not prepared for 
resistance; even less so the families who had 
taken their children from their beds or were on the 
point of putting them to bed or simply went out 
with their dogs. 


They repress with violence. It scarcely matters to 
them that the streets have been taken over by 
families, by ordinary people who came out to 
protest. They are achieving their objective; they 
are making us retreat. Some say that a few 
minutes earlier everything was _ peaceful.We 
retreat but we want to go to the Plaza. We intend 
to go once again." If this is not the people, where 
is the people ?" we all shout. But the gases force 
us to retreat at arun. There is no wish to attempt 
it yet again, so most of us move off and go away. 
When all's said and done nobody had planned to 
be in the streets at two o'clock in the morning. 
Besides, what they were all wanting has been 
achieved. Cavallo has gone. 


We wandered off a short distance so that the 
effect of the tear gas would wear off but we do 
not want to go. It is already three in the morning 
and once again we are walking along the Avenida 
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de Mayo towards Congress. The families have 
gone away now. A lot of young people are left and 
the faces are going to change, the " underclass" 
component appears which we did not see 
previously. We find they have smashed some shop 
windows. We are not surprised.ln many hands 
there are no longer saucepans but bottles of beer 
and the alcohol mixes with the undisguisable smell 
of marijuana. In the yard surrounding Congress 
some hundreds who do not want to go away still 
remain. They continue singing with their hands in 
the air. Always with backs to Congress. We are 
hesitant. We feel that we ought to remain there 
because the streets should not be abandoned and 
because we are not convinced by Cavallo's 
resignation. But the thousands who came out 
spontaneously are no longer there. The 
demonstration is in retreat. We too, though not 
willingly. We feel that the territory gained should 
not be abandoned and least of all the Plaza de 
Mayo. We we cross several districts and see tyres 
and burnt rubbish everywhere. It is very easy to 
recognise a demonstrator; he walks with a 
saucepan in his hand. The saucepan has been 
transformed into an arm of resistance! The people 
passed on all sides 


An hour later, at four in the morning, but still with 
our veins full of adrenaline, we turn to the 
television and see how the police repression is 
progressing and how someone is bleeding on the 
stairs of Congress after suffering a bullet wound. 


On Thursday we have a happy morning. We 
Argentinians are on our feet. We are still not fully 
aware of what we are living through. We are 
overthrowing Cavallo all by ourselves. Who will 
channel the popular discontent ? 


That is the million dollar question and we have no 
answer. 


There are still people in the Plaza de Mayo. We 
want to return. We feel that we ought to be there 
because whoever commands the Plaza will win 
the battle. But there are no longer thousands of 
people like the night before, but only a few 
hundreds; among them the brave Mothers of the 
Plaza de Mayo. Somebody other than tactful 
approaches but has to take refuge in an 
ambulance because they recognise him. There are 
shouts and insults but there is no reason for 
violent repression. The radicals are terrified and 
hidden in the Casa Rosada. Arel they afraid they 
may be lynched? They are starting to repress. 
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With midday passed the people are expectant. 
They are waiting.. What are they waiting for ? The 
feeling is that Argentina has a power vacuum. The 
government is no longer in control of anything. 
That is why it is necessary to return to the Plaza 
although nobody knows very well what to do. We 
draft an ATTAC press release to send by e-mail 
and to say that everyone should return to the 
Plaza at 15.30, the time of the Mothers’ never 
ending Thursday vigil which they are not going to 
suspend for anything in the world.. We know that 
only a few are going to come because now those 
who are mobilising are not the crowds. It doesn't 
matter. We will return. It is not possible to reach 
the Plaza because the police are actively 
suppressing and do not allow access. The heart of 
the city which lies between the obelisk in the 
Avenida 9 July and the Casa Rosada is under siege 
because of confrontation with hundreds of young 
people who are fighting to gain the Plaza and the 
obstinate wish of the government that the Plaza 
should be empty. 


At this point we now know that there are two 
dead. We are behind the Casa Rosada 

waiting. We hear the hollow sound of tear gas 
being sprayed and the brittle shots of bullets - 
rubber? The police horses drive us away although 
our behaviour is peaceful. We leave the Plaza once 
again. The communication media denounce the 
suppression. The number of dead grows.Come 
evening the inevitable happens. De la Rua resigns. 


But we are not happy as we were in the early 
morning. There are five bodies in the heart of the 
Federal Capital and almost thirty dead in the the 
country as a whole. How could we celebrate ? In 
less than 24 hours the Popular Rising succeeded in 
bringing down a government but at a high price. 
We have mixed feelings. 


Between the 19th and the 20th December the 
Argentine people went out into the streets and 
brought about a genuine popular rising. No revolt 
is ever a textbook case, because it is not a 
laboratory experiment; to pretend otherwise is the 
requirement of pedants. Revolts are compounded 
of multiple factors because society itself is 
complex. Between Mondday and Wednesday the 
poorest went out to protest in their fashion and 
channeled into acts of looting and plundering the 
sense of grievance accumulated over the years. 
On Wednesday night it was principally the middle 
classes of country's richest city that sallied forth 
because they too are suffering the consequences 
of an economic model which in the nineties 
impoverished a large part of the once proud 
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middle class. On Wednesday night there came out 
those who were disaffected, those who were 
anxious to make a clean up, those who wanted to 
protest against against the State of Emergency, 
against the neoliberal exemplar, against the 
measures freezing bank deposits, against the 
politicians and politics in general, against Cavallo, 
against De la Rua, on the right and on the 
left.Everything mixed. everything mixed.But this 
does not rob of legitimacy a popular rising which 
overthrew a government and made 19 December 
a date to be remembered in history. It is true that 
on Thursday the demonstrators confonting the 
police were fewer and that among them were 
proven militants of unblemished career along with 
angry, fed up and marginalised people who had 
plunged into the protest to smash up whatever 
came within their reach. But the fact of not 
abandoning the streets helped to ensure De la 
Rua's resignation, because on Thursday 20th he 
could not even control the centre of the city and 
isolate the protest.He was all the more isolated 
himself because the media had exhibited their 
sympathy with the spontaneous protest on 
Wednesday night, as there were no politicians 
there,no trade unionists, no parties of the left and 
because they had severely criticised the brutal 
repression. It is true that everthing is mixed up. It 
is true that the criticism of "politicians" and 
"politics" is foster/fomented by the neoliberal 
doctrine which prefers the population to restrain 
itself, while the "experts", "the know hows" 
govern .But it is no less certain that this political 
system is no longer resisting. The people, this 
people, with all its inconsistencies, has said 
ENOUGH. And the 19th December 2001 will be a 
turning point in our history. And this is the most 
important point,although we do not know yet 
which way the waters will flow.. The rivers of 
revolution are devious. Sometimes they lose 
themselves among the rocks and disappear, at 
other times they are choked with mud and filth; 
but they can also clear the way for a profusion of 
the most beautiful flowers . For the present , let 
us abandon the saucepans . 


Pedro Brieger 

Buenos Aires, 22nd December 2001. 

Forst published Correo’ Informativo n°120 
informativo@attac. org 

Translation: Vanja Guerin, volunteer translator 
coorditrad@attac.org 








In Turkey, Education On Sale 


By Gaye Yilmaz 
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INFRASTRUCTURE FOR THE GATS IS BEING 
COMPLEMENTED STEP BY STEP: TURKISH 
GOVERNMENT PREPARED A DRAFT LAW ON 
UNIVERSITIES 


The draft will be passed from Great Assembly and 
then will be put in force. Some -important- 
quotations from draft law are as follows : 


- The students who study for bachelor’s degree 
(for four years)or pre-bachelor degree (for two 
years) have to pay a contribution fee which is 
limited with 50% of current service allowance 
(CSA) per student. CSA will be fixed annually 
according to _ specific characteristics of the 
faculties. 


- The students who are in difficulties to pay 
contribution fee, could have contribution credits 
and/or education credits by proving that they can’t 
pay this amount. These credits will be distributed 
and followed from/in “enterprise account” in each 
Universities. The student who applies for credit 
must have a “tax payer number” before receive 
the credit. These students also must sign a debt 
and obligation voucher. Debtor students have to 
pay these loans to the enterprise (university) 
together with an interest which will be counted 
according to whole sales index annually. 


- In order to transfer some of it’s tasks, concerned 
enterprise (University) can agree with a private 
Bank or financial institution to follow the accounts 
of debtors (students) and/or to collect money 
from them. 


- If any student can not complete the education 
year successfully for bachelore or pre-bachelore 
degree, she/he must pay a 50% _ additional 
contribution for first year and 100% for the 
second year. (In this provision there is not an 
exeption even like sickness or accidents or family 
problems) 


- The fees for the students with foreign citizen will 
be determined according to the conditions of 
international competition in education sector. 


- The new registration and renewing the 
registration of the students who don’t pay the 
contribution fee for concerned education year will 
not be made. 


Definition and criteria for Enterprise Account : 


In every Universities and High Technologie 
Institutes, an “enterprise account” will be opened. 
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Income resources for enterprise account are as 
follows : 


a) Allowances which are placed in national budget 
for university education 


b) Incomes which will be generated from 
appraising (selling and renting) any kind physical 
capabilities of Universities, foundations, tools and 
equipments, human resources and information 
buildup. 


c) Incomes which will be genareted from selling, 
renting and operating movable and immovable 
properties of the Universities 


d) Re-payments from graduated students 
including credit interests 


e) Contribution fees from students 
f) Donations for research professors 


g) Donations from individuals and corporates, 
institutions, foundations 


h) Other incomes 


Expenditures from enterprise account are as 
follows : 


a) Costs of buying any kind of services and 
equipments which are seen as necessary for 
educations, research, exams, any kind of 
construction expenses which are proper for 
Highest University Committee. 


b) Including national and7or _ international 
multilateral research and development projects, 
all costs for scientific and technologic research and 
development project, attending in national and 
international meetings, cost of establishing 
techno-parks and similar enterprises 


c) All costs regarding with the needs of students 
including shelter, food, health, education, cultural 
and sportive activities 


d) The wages which will be paid to students who 
will be employed by the University as part-time 


e) The wages for staffs who will be employed as 
full or part-time in the enterprise 


Except health services, the cost of any kind of 
services which are produced by the Universities 
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like research, development, technical counseling, 
courses for short periods and conferences will be 
determined and collected according to the 
conditions in free market economy, price levels in 
international education market and_ the 
competition power of concerned University. 


The students who are employed by the University 
as part time, could benefit only health and safety 
regulations in labour law. All other provisions in 
the law are not applied on them. Maximum 
working hours for part-time workers (students) 
are limited with 100 hours in a month. Maximum 
hourly wage for those is limited with three times 
of minimum hourly wage declared by the Ministry 
of Labour. 


If the whole cost of any research study is borne by 
donation from individuals or corporates, for this 
study research professors from outside University 
could be employed. 


According to new draft, public universities will also 
start to accept students who will be charged 
tuition fee to study in the university (not limited 
with a contribution). 


The amount of minimum tuition fee for these 
students will be determined according to the 
characteristics of concerned university but not 
lower than three times of contribution fee for 
above mentioned regular students. 


This law will be applied on all students who will 
register in any public university after the 
introduction of this law. 


As of 1st of January 2002, an enterprise account 
will be opened in every university and all arrears 
in previous public accounts will be transferred to 
this account. 


This law will be put in force on 01.01.2002. 


A brief interpretation made by Working Group 
Against MAI &Globalisation - Turkey - on draft law: 


Currently, in Turkey there is a mix university 
education system. But, the number of private 
schools have increased dramatically in last 10 
years. On the other hand the allowances for 
general education and of course the university 
education from national budgets have been 
reduced year by year while the allowances and 
very cheap loans for private schools are increasing 
very fast. Private schools were given a name as 
“Foundation Universities”. Through this name 
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private universities have got a right to receive 
substantial loans and donations through state 
policies. But despite all attacks, still the proportion 
of private schools’ students is only 4% in total 
university students as of today. 


May be, the current situation in favour of public 
universities will continue for now, but the statutes 
of the universities (enterprises ?), students 
(clients ?) and lecturers (dealers ?) will change . 


If we run an eye on general economic outlook due 
to economic crisis in 2001 in Turkey, Government 
was forced by the IMF to lessen the number of 
public employee, including teachers for the year 
2002. In this context it’s being considered to 
dispatch 150 thousands public employee to early 
retirement in 2002. This does not mean that the 
number of public employee is unnecessarily high. 
Contrary, this number is lower than many 
European states which’s populations are very less 
comparing with Turkey. 


But, when we look at the new draft, this strange 
decision could be understood easily. It’s seen that 
public institutions will abandon their traditional 
employment relations system and they change 
their activities in the line of post-fordist 
production. According to draft law, Universities 
could employee part-time and temporary staffs, 
lecturers even students for specific works. The 
social gains and rights of these a-typical 
employees will be very limited. Furthermore, 
besides education, universities will undertake 
research and development activities by employing 
lecturers from outside , thus science will 
completely be dependent on_ individuals or 
corporates who give the money . These sponsors 
could ask special studies from universities in the 
line of their capitalistic ideology. And most of 
students will believe that the results of these 
studies are scientific. Buildings, lands and 
unmovable properties of public universities will 
probably be rent to the famous TNCs like Nike, 
CitiBank, LeeCooper instead to be used as the 
interest of students and their education. 


Regular students will start to study together with 
others who pay a very high tuition fee and very 
different life standards between these two groups 
will make rich students an idol in the eye of 
regular students. 


The corporates who give money as donation to the 
universities will have the right to intervene 
general education system, lecturers and etc. 
Assume that Toyota CO. donated 10 million$ to a 
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public university and asked University Committee 
to arrange the list of lectures together with the 
management of Toyota CO and probably Toyota 
will appoint it’s managers on sales, marketing, 
quality as lecturers to the University. . Thus, when 
youngsters graduated they will be ready to defend 
and work for the thesis of corporates without 
questioning. 


Commercialization of education is not only 
economic but also an_ ideological matter. 
University is an important step for youngsters’ 
becoming more political. But after that, majority 
of children of workers and employee will be 
deprived to have a chance to access university 
education due to very high costs. Moreover, 
education with money means a dramatic reduction 
in real wages through exploitation at a higher 
rate. Passing from free education to a new system 
with money will cause an increase in spendings of 
wage&salary labour, even we assume that their 
income and other spendings on food, shelter, 
health, transportation, taxes remain unchanged (if 
not increase). This additional spending will go to 
capital directly or indirectly through private 
schools or commercialized public schools . It’s 
therefore this is not only a “student matter”, 
rather it’s a socio-economic problem. 


Gaye Yilmaz - December 2001 
sykimdaksi@superonline.com 

WORKING GROUP AGAINST MAI &GLOBALISATION 
- TURKEY - 


Weapons Of The Poor 
By Supara J anchitfah 


THE LONG MARCH: Where there is little hope for 
institutional redress, villagers affected by state 
and private projects resort to rituals and 
ceremonies as instruments of political resistance - 
not very powerful tools for policy change perhaps, 
but at least they open up a public space that is 
their due in a democratic society 


Mrs Son Darakhum is on the road again, this time 
on a Long March to demand that the government 
permanently opens the sluice gates of the Pak 
Moon and Rasisalai dams. 


The Long March began with people who were 
directly affected by the Pak Moon Dam's 
construction. Their plight was heard wherever the 
marchers passed. ~~ We need some support from 
the public,'' said Son. 
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*~We want them to understand why we have to 
protest, why we had to have this long march." 


The peaceful march began on October 9 this year, 
as decided by all the core members of the 
Assembly of the Poor (AOP). 


Son said she agreed to march with them, as she 
wanted to convey a message to the public. ~*~ We 
have no other channels to tell the people why we 
have to protest." 


After more than a month of braving the heat, the 
rain, and now the cold wind, Mrs Son had used up 
two pairs of slippers. She also found out how 
many Thais received biased information from the 
media and state agencies. 


She noted that while state agencies have various 
ways of bringing their message to the public, the 
AOP has only a few difficult channels. 


Mrs Son said the public believes that the AOP is 
too demanding. To her surprise, however, many 
understand why the poor are marching. 


MOTIVATED BY HARDSHIP Mrs Noo Ngamdee, 
resident of Baan Talad in the Satuk district of Buri 
Ram province, understands why the AOP must go 
on a protest march. 


A Thai-Hmong spiritual leader performs a ritual to 
punish wrongdoers. ~~ We, Isan, are peace loving 
people who would rather stay at home than move 
around," said Mrs Noo, who came to offer some 
fermented fish and sticky rice to the rally. 
~~ These members of the Assembly of the Poor are 
marching because they are very unhappy about 
their way for life." 


Mrs Noo agrees that the sluice gates of the Pak 
Moon and Rasisalai dams should be opened 
permanently. Her village near the Moon River has 
been affected by the Pak Moon Dam as well. 


** The floods in our village subside quite slowly. In 
the past, floodwaters drained away very fast,"' she 
said. 


Some 130 village representatives facing various 
problems gathered at the Pak Moon Dam and 
started marching on October 9. These locals have 
established a new village called Mae Moon Muan 
Yuen (Long Live Moon River) and occupied the 
dam site since 1999. They joined the Long March 
from Ubon Ratchathani province, about 629 
kilometers away from Bangkok. 
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Most of them walk for five days and then go back 
to the dam site and a new group comes in. Some 
walk all the way. 


DUBIOUS ELECTRICAL VALUE After an 11-month 
protest by villagers near Government House, in 
June this year the government ordered the 
Electricity Generating Authority of Thailand (Egat) 
to open the sluice gates of the Pak Moon Dam to 
allow the fish population to resume their migration 
habits. 


Four months later, local residents were joyous 
when at least 119 species of fish returned to the 
Moon River. Many villagers resumed their 
occupation of catching fish, earning as much as 
500 baht a day and more. 


The locals use the forest ordination ceremony as 
an instrument to assert their rights to 
environmental protection. Egat claimed it had to 
shut down the sluice gates so that the Pak Moon 
Dam can continue generating electricity. 


Local residents countered that the hydropower 
dam generated a measly 40 MW of electricity, too 
little to be commercially viable for Egat. 


According to economist Decharat Sukkumnerd of 
Kasetsat University, the cost of generating 
electricity at the Pak Moon Dam is about 2.59 baht 
per kilowatt per hour (kwh). 


**But if the government uses Demand-Side- 
Management (DSM) as a measure, the cost comes 
down to only 50 satang per kwh." 


He suggested that the government should not only 
secure the demand but also adopt DSM. 


*“DSM is cheaper than other measures. The 
government should find new ways to save 
electricity, use it effectively, and minimise losses 
in the delivery lines between sub-stations," he 
said. 


RIVER OF LIFE For the locals the Moon River is 
more than a source of energy. 


**“ It's our whole life,"" said Udon Thongnoi, who 
joined the Long March for a month. Every day, she 
and her group wake up at about 2-3 a.m. to 
steam rice. At 4 a.m. they start packing up the 
night's camp which could be in a temple or 
Tambon Administration Organisation (TAO) 
meeting hall. 
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At about 5 a.m., they start walking. As they walk, 
they distribute leaflets that list the reasons for 
their march. Reactions vary: some receive the 
leaflets, some talk, some turn away. 


After three or four hours - 10 to 15 kilometers a 
day - they stop at another temple or TAO office, 
which is informed in advance of their arrival. 


** Mostly, we are welcomed by the local leaders in 
each village,"' said Vanida Tantivittayapitak, an 
AOP adviser. 


After breakfast at about 9 a.m, they rest a little 
before visiting village homes, explaining to the 
locals why they have to do the march. At the 
same time, they study the problems of people in 
each village. They also collect signatures of locals 
who support their call to open the sluice gates. 


They speak the same language and the suffering 
of both sides is shared. 


But while some locals give them rice and wish 
them luck, some feel the Long March is absurd. 


~*The AOP members should go back and work in 
the fields," said one. 


The protesters say they cannot return as they 
have no other means to earn money. They have 
neither land nor river to sustain their livelihood. 


~~ Give us back a free-flowing river and we will go 
home and fish,"" said Udon. 


RITUAL POWER Unable to tap into the powers of 
the state to solve their problems, the poor 
marchers resort to other means: rituals and 
ceremonies. When they pass by rivers, canals or 
water sources, they pray for the long life of that 
river or water source, with flowers, candles and 
incense. In some cases, they pay respects to or 
worship the river with some betel nut. 


These and many other rituals come from their 
rural ways of life. 


Different local groups are fighting injustice by 
using their own traditions. 


In July this year, when Hmong tribesmen in the 
North were accused of separatism by a Chiang Rai 
newspaper, they invited their spiritual leader to 
pray together with Hmong from different groups in 
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the northern provinces. The ceremonial prayer 
called on a spirit to pinpoint a culprit in the village. 


~The spirit usually punishes and curses the 
wrongdoer and protects those in the right," said 
Vachiraporn Patrakeha, a Thai- Hmong. 


The locals do not rely on the ceremonies and wait 
for miracles to happen. Aside from praying against 
the Chiang Rai newspaper, they also filed charges. 


*~For justice to come, we need to ensure the 
spirit will take care of the matter. The process in 
the real world is rather slow," said Vachiraporn. 


When small-scale fishermen in the south rallied to 
ask the government to enforce the three- 
kilometre Coastal Zone Law, the locals also prayed 
for Allah's blessings on those involved in the 
struggle. 


The same ceremony was observed by those who 
protested against the Thai-Malaysian gas pipeline 
project. 


During the recent World Trade Organisation 
(WTO) meeting in Doha, local Thai farmers and 
labourers burnt chili pepper and salt to curse 
countries that became rich at the expense of the 
poor. 


~*We curse America for exploiting poor Third 
World countries like us. We want America to look 
at their policies on drug patents again, particularly 
Aids drugs. We want them to stop stealing our 
jasmine rice and using agricultural agreements to 
exploit us,"' said Mr Veerapol Sopha, an adviser to 
the Isan People Network. 


Since they could not go to Doha, the protesters 
staged the rituals in Bangkok. Veerapol said he 
hoped the US Embassy will understand the 
meaning of their rituals and ask the US 
government to adjust its policies. 


The locals ordained the forest during various 
struggles over the Community Forest Bill, as well 
as during the anti-Yadana gas pipeline protest. 


**To fell an ordained tree is a sin, equivalent to 
killing a good monk," said Pinun Chotiroserani of 
the Kanchanaburi Environmental Group. 


Thai-Karen leader Jorni Odochao said that forest 
ordinations and praying for the long life of rivers 
are traditions that mobilise parties concerned with 
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environmental protection and _ bring them 
together. 


~*~ When all concerned agencies cooperate, we get 
the chance to discuss things and understand them 
better," said J orni. 


In the past, the locals resisted central government 
directives by organising armed groups. During the 
60s and 70s when the Communist Party was alive 
and well, some locals joined to fight the 
government. 


~~ We are still struggling but in different ways," 
said Udon. 


~**We no longer fight to overturn power but to 
have a chance to speak, to be listened to, and to 
have the government implement its promises," 
she said. 


This new social movement has its own network 
that goes beyond the geographical boundaries. 


The AOP's nationwide and worldwide networks 
have members who are aware of their rights. They 
are educated by experience in rallying and in 
negotiating with government agencies. 


~~ We want policies that suit our needs,'' say many 
AOP members. 


They struggle to have a chance to participate in 
policy changes which respond to their needs. 


LAST HOPE OF THE DISENFRANCHISED ~*~ Each 
ritual and culture has its own meaning for the 
people's struggle,"' said Songyote Waeohongsa of 
Silapakorn University. 


**When the locals perform a forest ordination, 
they adopt a religious perspective as a medium of 
resistance," he said. 


Culture and ritual is recognised as an important 
form of social practice and symbolic struggle for 
locals to express their opposition towards a State 
that dominates their beliefs and controls channels 
of communications. 


~“If they had channels to communicate their 
difficulties and disagreements with State policies, 
they wouldn't have to use these rituals and 
ceremonies," said Songyote. 


He said the burning of chili pepper and salt was 
originally used in ancient times to curse people 
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who committed wrongdoings, such as those who 
exploited them. 


AOP adviser Vanida interprets the rituals as an 
institutionalised opportunity to negotiate for power 
and redress perceived social injustices. 


Political scientist Dr Chanthana Banprasirichote of 
Chulalongkorn University believes that when 
popular movements employ rituals, they are 
trying to communicate something beyond their 
original meaning. 


**They want to tell the public that their ways of 
life are engaged with nature in ways much deeper 
than the general public perceives. 


**They are saying that they respect nature, and 
that they have their norms which the public should 
also learn about," said Dr Chanthana. 


The lecturer said the use of rituals and ceremonies 
is integrated with other forms of resistance. 


“This is a symbolic struggle to resist 
conventional political groups. They protest to ask 
the government to allow them to participate in 
policy-making," said Dr Chanthana. 


Although the rituals and ceremonies have little, if 
any, direct effects on changing policy, it does have 
its purpose. 


~~ Such ritual activities raise the awareness and 
consciousness of the protesters and open a 
channel of communication with the public,"' said 
Dr Chanthana. 


Rituals and ceremonies are part of the new social 
movement, and protests have become an almost 
permanent feature of the contemporary political 
landscape. 


Dr Chathana asked why the underprivileged have 
to invest or pay up for any policy change. 


~*Why doesn't the State respect the rights of the 
locals. It is in the Constitution. Why do the locals 
have to protest or use various methods in order to 
get what has already been promised to them?" 


Supara J anitchifah is a journalist with the Bangkok 
Post. 

First published: Focus on Trade n°72 
www.focusweb.org 
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Meeting ATTAC worldwide. 
If you are interested in one of these rendezvous please click on http://attac.org/rdv/ Then select 
the country in which it will take place to find further information. 





Wednesday 09 : FRANCE: PARIS 11 - NANTES - LA ROCHETTE - PARIS 13 - QUIMPER - LYON - AIX - 
VENDOME - MARSEILLE - TOULOUSE - POUJ OLE SUR ORB 


Thursday 10: BELGIQUE BELGIE: NAMUR / DANMARK: LYNGBY / FRANCE: AUTUN - IEP BORDEAUX - 
MARSEILLE - TOULOUSE - MONTPELLIER - NIMES - GANGES - ETAMPES - LANNION 


Friday 11: FRANCE: LA ROCHE SUR YON - MONTREUIL - CREST - METZ 
Saturday 12: BELGIQUE BELGIE: LIEGE / FRANCE: PARIS 11 - QUIMPER - LYON 
Sunday 13: FRANCE: PARIS 11 - MARLY 


Monday 14: AUSTRIA: TUWI / DANMARK: ESBJERG - HILLEROD / FRANCE: CLISSON - ANNONAY - 
AUBENAS - STRASBOURG - PRIVAS - CREST - ARLES - AUBAGNE - MARSEILLE - GANGES 


Tuesday 15: AUSTRIA: WIEN / DANMARK: NIVA / FRANCE: PARIS 11 - ST NAZAIRE - VALENCE - GAP - 
MONTPELLIER - NILVANGE - METZ 


Wednesday 16: AUSTRIA: HORSAAL / DANMARK: BLAGARDS PLADS / FRANCE: PARIS 11 - MONTREUIL - 
DIE - LYON - LA CIOTAT - TOULOUSE - PARIS 13 - SAINTES 


